International (ADI) estimates that in 2015 there were 46.8 million cases of dementia worldwide, with a total cost exceeding US$ 818 billion for the year [1] . Although confirming the specific type of dementia in a given individual is notoriously difficult [2,3], Alzheimer's disease is generally accepted as the leading pathological cause, followed by vascular dementia, Lewy body, and frontotemporal dementia [4] . With an increasing number of adults living to older ages, ADI projects that there will be over 131.5 million people living with dementia by 2050. In addition to this steep increase in cases, a shift in burden from the richest to poorest countries is anticipated; the percentage of people with dementia living in low or middle income countries is expected to increase from 58% in 2010 to 71% in 2050 [5] .
Variation in Specific Types of Dementia: Research on how types of dementia are best characterized according to cause and clinical presentation, with special consideration of earlyversus late-onset variations.
Interventions to Prevent Dementia or Slow Its Progression: Evidence for or against interventions that may reduce risk of dementia or may delay the progression from mild cognitive impairment to severe dementia. These include pharmaceutical, nutritional, physiological, cognitive, and psychosocial approaches. Similarly, the scope of the special issue will include research on how best to implement effective interventions at individual, household, community, government, and societal levels.
Advances in Diagnosis and Early Detection/Screening: Research on early detection of dementia-as a prerequisite for studying early pathogenesis and progression, and for evaluating potential early interventions-including strategies for screening and predictive biomarkers with relevance to clinical care or public health.
Current and Projected Societal Impact of Dementia, Public Policy Implications, and Ethics of Dementia Screening and Care around the World: Research on the comparative impact of dementia on families, communities, health systems, and economies-for example, in urban versus rural settings, or in high-income versus low-income countries-and effective and ethical policies to deal with the increasing burden of dementia across settings.
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We look forward to your research on this increasing burden upon lives and communities worldwide.
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